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Oral intervention

Abstract

Colour, light and altruistic creation

Yves Charnay

 Undoubtedly restrained by the idea of « efficency » stemming from a narrow-minded vision of design, the handling of colour in the environment has lacked ambition for a few years. Its use has even been restricted by administrative rules. Architects forget its existence. The defenders of the environment, while fighting against the excesses of the industrial world, sometimes end up promoting an aesthetic which leads to its eradication from town planning projects. Nowadays we have to refresh our ideas in new plastic experiences where colour and light have once again an important role.

Thus, new relationships between design and architecture as well as new teaching methods have to be created.

Nowadays artists naturally include space, temporality and dynamics in their fields of expression. They create works with singular poetic dimensions. Light and colour nurture this poetry. 

 However if we want to bring artistic creation back into favour in the social area, we have to give it back its alltruistic dimension

That is this programme that I am trying to establish.

My light and colour works are are inspired by nature and apply for example, to architecture. These works mainly stem from experimental works on light (natural,artificial, intensity, quality, shadows, etc), its incidence on materials (transmission, reflection, colours, textures, etc) and its mobility. These works are also a source for the lessons I give at l’Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs (National College of Decorative Arts) .

 Introduction

Colour is not a wave, a pigment or a colouring ; it is neither liquid, nor solid, neither opaque nor transparent or reflective. It is a feeling given by light and transformed into art by our mind.

Colour is not a discipline similar to the others but rather the meeting point of various disciplines. It leads to surprisingly different worlds that can be explored rationally or intuitively. I think that nowadays the renewal of environmental creation has to be performed through the exploration of territories opened by new artistic methods. 

The concept of theatricality broadens the notion of environment beyond the user, up to the inhabitant, the citizen. An altruistic behaviour is expected from a creator.

In our democratic societies the expression of a person or of a collectivity has to be performed while respecting identities. 

A scenographic approach of space prompts one to widen the means of intervention. Technical inventiveness can work with plastic creation to take into account light and the visual properties of materials. 

Theatricality

One has to move away from the too technocratical notions of planning. Creating a human environment requires at least an altruistic behaviour. 

Planning a public or private space consists of representing a person or a community and expressing his/her or its values plastically. The expression of a site synthetizes the relations which unite a population with a space in its physical and historical dimensions. An environmental realization is subject to the site's « theatricality », the dramaturgy of which has its source in social life 

Environmental creation has to be considered as a work to which colour brings its particular dimension. Colour plays an important role, plastically, conceptually and symbolically. Chromatic choices give a meaning as they classify, structure, associate or distinguish. Colour transforms space and thus "creates meaning" 

