Seeing
From the Ground Up, this is an investigation of natural rhythms and the story of place.

Seeing and sensing place.

Janelle Cugley, Curtin University, Western Australia
Look around. Colour, Texture and Pattern are everywhere. All are rhythms, in the world there is not one without the other. This could be described as the signature of place. A visual language of place is reflected through environmental and cultural narrative. This, therefore, is building a sense of identity. Image, Pattern and colour tell a story. A visual story, celebrating a local vernacular particular to site. "A distinct local palette, which contributes to a strong sense of place, can engender a strong sense of belonging to members of a community." Drawing from various forms of local knowledge, celebrating that back into palette suggestions that may then inform further design reflections into the built environment. Reflections of the earth, and her many beauties, once re-instated back into dwellings, may bring about a sense of home. Something that over time may have been lost. Australia is as diverse in population as it is in landscape. From red desert regions to turquoise coast, weaving back into ancient muted green forests. A great mosaic of colour may be abstracted from region to region. Being true to the seeing and knowing of a place may reveal a palette that may not only regenerate the sustainable health of a community when placed back as design interpretations, but also re-unite us with our natural world. The teaching of seeing can only bring a greater awareness of the cultural and environmental landscapes which subconsciously dominate our lives. The use of image to reveal local colour stories can be used as a tool to celebrate visual recordings of place.

This paper will expose the Image as narrator and navigator when investigating story. The essence of the narrative reflects colours through personal explorations and encounters of place within Western Australia. Both the Macro and Micro. This language of the land, is celebrated through photographic story, and translated into palettes that reflect the collective narrative of that place and may inspire "re-coverings" made in Urban, Architectural and Interior Interpretations. Site specific identity, through visual story becoming a focus as a way to create healthy communities and a sense of ownership. Drawing from the natural environment as a means to invigorate healthy settings, and cultural collaborations as a means of place making.

My paper would also clearly demonstrate the following:

Qualitative, Narrative or Action research methods explore. Texture and Colour mapping. Cubist-proportional colour mapping and photography have become the techniques that I have developed as tools of my practice. These are "hunting and gatherings" which become part of Environmental and Community mapping and can be an educational tool at many levels. This shall also be demonstrated as part of the presented dialogue. I have been teaching at Curtin University of Technology for the past five years, where I have extended my practice into teaching through the departments of Design and Interior Architecture. The processes now having been adopted as part of the curriculum through a number of modules within each school. Examples of these will be highlighted. These techniques also becoming part of some community Arts projects within Western Australia, with resulting works being installed within the local community. This is a practice, dedicated to The Nature and Narrative of Place making by seeing, sensing and celebrating the natural environment, and establishing identity. My research extends into looking at community palette making within Western Australia and how we then might translate this into a material reflection, within the built environment and ultimately into the making of HOME. Reflecting an environmental ethic working towards sustainable and healthy communities and the role of natural colour as healer. This is a cross disciplinary investigation as one discipline cannot work here without another, as they inform each other, creating a richer palette and a healthier community. This is a colour circle. A circle informed by story. A story of many colours. 

Please consider my proposal as a visual presentation. Having originated from a fine arts background and eventuating into the territory of space making through performance and interior space, if it is at all possible, I would like to demonstrate this as an installation that incorporated slide, Photography and audio (sound), as an experiential exhibit. A small, dark space where the viewer could move through, encountering a sense of being there. Other than that I leave it to the discretion of the board as to presenting verbally or as a poster paper. Thankyou for the opportunity to share with you the beauty of our diverse and ancient land. 
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