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ABSTRACT

Color has an important role in creating the sense of place and giving or regaining identity to the built environment and cities.

The use of color in urban space is not like the use of it in interiors or in industrial design (aside from those designed for urban spaces). It is dependent to many other factors, but the most important factor is that it belongs to the public. Color in the city is seen in four different scales: the scale of architectural details, their surface colors and textures and their relations to each other; the scale of individual building; the scale of the street, square and close environment, relationships with colors of surroundings whether natural or man-made; and finally in the scale of city or district in a wider point of view. Color design in cityscape has to be considered in these scales.

Some cities in the world are known with their own peculiar historical or traditional/vernacular color schemes. Turin, Bologna Burano, Seville, Prague, Vienna are some of those, and we introduce Bursa (a city in the Marmara Region of Turkey) as one of them: A city with an original and still vibrant historical/ traditional color scheme, famous for its silken textiles and high-quality, colorful ceramics (Iznik). Today, however, Bursa is an important industrial center of Turkey. Many factories have been built around the city and inevitably the fruit orchards and greenness, which had brought the "Green" nickname for Bursa, are gradually disappearing.

While Bursa€s historical public buildings are mostly built of stone and brick and the colors of the materials take the most important part in the color composition of these buildings, house architecture of Bursa displays a colorful view in facades and other architectural elements.  Although, a large number of houses in Bursa were damaged and many restored examples covered with white plasters, walking through Bursa's colorful streets (in older neighborhoods) is still an enjoyable experience. In our last visit to Bursa in June 2000, we observed that the tendency to use white in restorations has changed and more houses were restored or renovated in colors similar to the traditional ones. Such applications may be done with good intention, but at the same time, they could be dangerous, since the similarities are limited by the use of, for example a yellowish paint, commercially produced rather than one of the yellow ocher tones, originally used in traditional/vernacular houses.

Therefore, creating a color map of Bursa for restoration, renovation studies would be helpful to avoid such misleading applications. It should be developed fastidiously. Developments of taste and color schemes over different periods of the city should also be considered.

On the other hand, today's technology provides countless paints, plasters, covering materials, infinite range and possibilities of different materials with their various textures and with different paints applied on their surfaces.

Almost none of these belong to especial places (regardless of trade marks and factories), and so, they do not create a sense of place. These can be used in any part of the World, in any city, on any building.

Cities of our age are losing their historical facets, psychological contacts with the individuals, local cultures and societies. We believe that color has a vital role in all these aspects and in bringing or regaining the human scale, the sense of place and identity to the cityscape.

While traditional/vernacular color scheme of a city in its historical neighborhoods should be protected and restored, on the other hand, the life style changes day by day in all cities and reflects on buildings and cityscapes in all ways. New life style and its new problems necessitate proper solutions. These solutions can not deny the existence of new materials, paints, etc.

However, lack of studies in this field by architects and urban designers and the fact of existing countless opportunities provided by new technology, and the strong desire to €trying€ those by building owners, users and contractors have caused a chaotic situation in the use of color in cities of Turkey, even in those with a historical colorful background as Bursa. Such decisions can be evaluated as a €trial and error€ phase or category.

In spite of such frequent applications in Bursa, especially in late 1990€sin new settlements, most of those remain as "paints", since they haveapplied on surfaces just to cover them. Probably a sensitive touch in the design or recoloration process is necessary to transform the "paint" which is applied on surfaces to the "color" which occults the dynamism of life.

In our study we will try to propose some criteria for this transformation,which we believe that is one of the means binding the past, present andfuture of the city.
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