Painting with Light: Enlightening Your Architecture with Color

Paul Gregory, Focus Lighting Inc.

With light having become a medium for art as experienced in the work of James Turrell and others the realization has grown that light is one of the most important elements in our three dimensional perception. Without light we would not be able to define the forms and spaces around us. Conversely we can influence and manipulate or perceptions and experience of spaces through innovative and creative lighting. With growing emphasis on the productivity of our work environment on the one hand and the need for sensory stimulation on the other, the role of lighting in our environment has become only more important.

How the use of colored light can enhance and excite architectural surroundings and create an emotionally captivating environment can be demonstrated with a number of examples. Lighting designs for such buildings or building types as Pennsylvania Station, the Tribeca Grand Hotel, Le Cirque Restaurant, lighting within theaters, residential designs and others are guided by these principles but require different manipulations. How these interiors and exteriors are enhanced and made exciting to the human eye, is by mixing science, art, and color. The designer’s interest in the theater (and therefore in the drama of the space), processional requirements of entry or perception and functional needs require precisely that combination of the artist and the practioner’s knowledge of fixtures. The designer’s make the entire project a success with the phenomena of color and light.

