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In the year 2000 the range of possibilities offered by paint-manufacturers make colour decisions for building exteriors increasingly complicated, particularly if no regulations apply in this aspect.  Freedom to chose colours may lead to thinking that places with a recognizable colour identity will tend to lose it. Though this identity crisis (which does not involve just the colour but also its support) seems a characteristic of our time, under extreme climatic conditions the selection of architectural colours acquires special importance as it may contribute to visual comfort.

It is said that the colours of a place result from their climate and their history. Traditional building tones must have proven acceptance in order to remain as characteristic in an area or region. Apart from architectural style, building materials and function,  the performance of colours in a building are related to its setting:  natural illumination, landscape and surroundings.  Climatic factors such as daylight quality and air quality, affect the perception of architectural colours, causing the eye to adapt in search of stimuli or rest depending on specific circumstances.  

The variety of stimuli in the urban context diminishes the importance of natural factors affecting the perception of achitectural colour.  But nature is the strongest, and in locations where the sky is always dull as a “donkey´s belly” or luminous as midday during the whole year,  there are preferred building tints, the ones which seem to belong more than others.  The nuances inherent to architecture of extreme climates, have a relation to temperature, humidity, shadows, wind and dust, light refraction and the appearance of the sky.  Our sensitivity to colour enables us to recognize this correspondence.

By a comparison of facade colours set in two locations of distinctive climates: Lima (95% relative humidity, mostly cloudy, 12°S) and Máncora  (50% humidity, high sun exposure, 4°S)  the author will remark the role of colour as an aid to visual confort.  
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