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Abstract

The paper will describe the methodology and results of a project under development, aimed at the elaboration of an interactive bibliographical data base on color in all fields of application: philosophy, psychology, semiotics, education, anthropology, physical and natural sciences, biology, medicine, technology, industry, architecture and design, arts, linguistics, geography, history. The project is initially based upon an already developed bibliography, published in different journals, updated in various opportunities, and now available at the Internet, with more than 1,500 entries. The interactive data base will amplify that bibliography, incorporating hyperlinks and contents (indexes, abstracts, keywords, introductions, or eventually the complete document), classifying the entries into primary, secondary or tertiary sources, and devising mechanisms for information retrieval by different fields or variables.

The sources to be included are: books, doctoral dissertations, articles published in international referred journals, multimedia publications, reference works, and color-specialized journals or newsletters. The main arrangement will be chronological, taking into account the year of publication of the original edition (or, for ancient texts, the year of writing as it can be best determined), but the design of the data base will allow arrangements or selections by different fields: subject, Decimal Classification System, author, language, country, publisher, etc.

The data search is being carried out by various procedures: 1) visits to libraries in several cities, universities, physical catalogs, embassies and cultural offices of different countries; 2) invitations sent to color researchers and national color association to provide data about their own publications; 3) inspection into the bibliographical references of the sources acquired by the previous means; 4) surveys performed in the Internet, getting into computerized databases of libraries and bookstores. The search is performed by keywords (such as "color", "chroma", "pigment", etc.) translated into several languages. The main languages to be used are English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, and Spanish, but sources published in other languages will also be included.

With this bibliographical data base, the color community will have a powerful tool, a systematic reference work available for research in all color-related fields.

